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Law Society of Upper Canada, Special Lectures, 1963. Toronto:
Richard de Boo. 3 vols.
The Special Lectures on the Mentally Disabled and the Law, and
Medical and Hospital Liability (Part I) printed for the Law Society
of Upper Canada in 1963 comprise a "must" for every general practitioner's bookshelves.
The first 100 pages deal with problems relating to Mental Illness,
including alcoholism and senility, and the contents range from valuable
hints on practice to learned discussions on the law. The practical
points include a summary of the Statutes relating to admission to,
and discharge from, public and private institutions; the necessary
steps to obtain Administration by the Supreme Court of the property
and person of mental incompetents and the mentally infirm with an
excellent set of precedents provided by Mr. J. T. Weir, Q.C.; a detailed
explanation of the function and workings of the office of the Public
Trustee and of the best methods to deal with that office; and a chapter
on the precautions to take with respect to obtaining evidence as to
testamentary capacity at the time a Will is being drawn.
The chapter on contracts of mental incompetents prepared by
Professor J. A. Coutts discusses many of the questions that may arise
in one's office and provides a useful reference when attempting to
evaluate the possibility of successful litigation in cases of contracts
where mental incompetents are involved. The footnotes are rather
numerous but the chapter provides a starting point from which the
law may be read on any specific problem that may arise in practice.
Mr. S. Robbins' chapter on the tort liability of mental incompetents
traces the Ontario cases and gives both a short history of the
meaning of tort and how it has been applied with respect to mental
incompetents and provides at the end of the chapter an excellent
summary of the present legal position with respect to tort liability.
It is submitted that some of the lectures might have been
extended to include the problems of dealing with alcoholics and
their families, of the practical methods of having patients examined
by the necessary doctors, of how to find out what a prospective
mental incompetent owns in order to propound a scheme, and of what
is the best way to propound a scheme.
The second half of the book, which is actually closer to two
thirds of the book, deals with medical and hospital liability. The
chapter on Statutory enactments relating to hospitals, doctors, dentists and pharmacists, gives, in convenient form, the acts relating
to such varied matters as the privilege of doctors and dentists, limitations of actions, criminal law, the duty of hospitals to admit patients,
the obligation of doctors to report, and the acts relating to the ability
of the various parties to practice their professions. A one page
summary at the end of the chapter with respect to limitations provides
a very handy reference.

1964]

Book Reviews

Dr. F. A. Evis Q.C. in his lectures on the Ontario Hospital Services Commission describes the operation, financing, and function of
that Commission and provides an excellent summary of third party
liability and the Commission and the steps solicitors should take where
the Commission may be involved. As well as this he covers the
problems of incorporation of a private hospital and planning a public
hospital and the difficulties and steps to take with respect to financing.
The case law with respect to claims arising out of the relationship
between doctor and patient, between hospital and patient, the burden
of proof, claims for contribution and indemnity and the legal aspects
of consent are dealt with very adequately in five separate chapters.
The book concludes with the chapter on the conduct of a malpractice
action by Mr. Justice Haines. The acumen which we have come to
associate with his lectures is repeated in what is a fitting finale to an
excellent book.
SIDNEY DYMOND'

Law Society of Upper Canada, Special Lectures, 1963, PART IT,
TRADE COMPm/rrION AND THE LAW: "Unfair Distributionand Pricing
Practices", D. H. W. HENRY, Q.C.; "Advertising and Promotions",
W. L. N. SOMERVILLE, Q.C.; "Importation of Goods and Dumping",
MuRRAY E. CORLETT, Q.C.
This small volume is a very useful addition to the practitioner's
library, dealing with problems which a lawyer is required to advise
upon in fields of marketing and importation of goods under the Combines Investigation Act, the trading stamp and lottery sections of the
Criminal Code, the Customs Tariff Act and the Customs Act. The
need for a convenient source where one may turn for a quick "education" on these subjects is met by reprinting the lectures given at the
session of Special Lectures in the Continuing Education of the Bar
programme of the Law Society of Upper Canada in the spring of
1963 by D. H. W. Henry, Q.C., Director of Investigation and Research
under the Combines Investigation Act on "Unfair Distribution and
Pricing Practices", by W. L. N. Somerville, Q.C. on "Advertising and
Promotions" and by Murray E. Corlett, Q.C. on "Importation of Goods
and Dumping".
All three lectures deal with fields where what a practicing lawyer

wishes most to know is often not so much the decisions of the courts
as the interpretation of the law which is more or less accepted and
followed by the enforcement authorities and by members of the profession. In this respect all lectures, and especially Mr. Corlett's, are
helpful. It is to be regretted, perhaps, that neither Mr. Henry nor
-Miss Dymond is a member of the law firm of Ryan, McAlpine and Ryan
in Toronto.

